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Circuit Mom’s Third Slice of Cherry Jubilee
By Jason Freeman

The party scene matriarch serves sweet sensation in DC

Circuit Mom was actually Leah Ving when she took the stage for the first time. Before becoming the nationwide circuit-scene's
staple showcase, Matthew Harvat was a dance music CD mixer and Chicago boy-bar DJ. He donned his first dress as "Leah Ving"
for his employer's annual all-staff, charity drag show. Using borrowed clothes, cassette tapes, "jacked-up" wigs and the new
moniker "Jean Poole," he began professionally working in drag as an emcee and hostess soon after. Yet his drag name changed
again in 1996: Accepting a pitcher of water from Harvat at Hotlanta, a parched partier dubbed him "Circuit Mom" for his
nurturing nature. The name stuck, and Harvat evolved into a renowned DJ, talent manager and celebrity-styled stage performer
(involving showgirls, backup dancers, engineered lighting, costume design, makeup artists—the works). In the 10-plus years
since Leah Ving first appeared, Circuit Mom has been headlining major, "gay-streamed" events like Montreal's Black & Blue,
International Mister Leather, Miami's White Party and Winter Party, Fireball, Market Days, and numerous Pride festivals in
multiple cities. She's performed at Disney Gay Days seven times.  

"I don't know that I necessarily stand out from [other performers]," Harvat says of Circuit Mom's seemingly set establishment as
the circuit's signature entertainer, "but I am very fortunate to be able to surround myself with the most amazing people—starting
with my partner of 15-years, Roger-aka-Circuit Dad, and the hundreds of people that helped shape me into the performer I am
today."

This spring, Circuit Mom is taking her show to the nation's capital, joining The Cherry Fund's mustered cast of main-stage DJs
and attending discotheque dudes and divas from across the country. Occurring Thursday April 17-Sunday April 20, Cherry
Weekend 2008 marks Circuit Mom's third appearance in the annual DC-based, LGBT support-focused circuit party and
dance-filled fundraiser. 

"Circuit Mom is an exciting entertainer who magically engages her audience, and does it with a sense of bringing our community
together," says Cherry Fund Chair Paul Marengo. "The experience of showcasing her talents for the past 10 years at various
special events, including past CHERRIES, with such quality is what brings her to Washington, D.C. for Cherry Weekend."

As is Cherry's annual charitable tradition, the weekend's proceeds will benefit a varied grouping of local and national LGBT
service organizations that were specifically selected for their pro-community contributions. Since its inception in 1999, The Cherry
Fund's Web site broadcasts the organization's raising $877,000 for over 35 beneficiaries that range from recreational sports
leagues and annual Pride and Pride-connected celebrations to youth advocacy coalitions and HIV/AIDS care-related causes.  

"Cherry Weekend is a prime example of how volunteerism can get things done in a diverse community because they strive to
touch all community groups," Harvat explains. "[The Cherry Fund has] gay and straight-friendly events of every scope and
size. By trying to include the many facets that make up our community, Cherry helps in raising awareness on many levels while
hopefully building strong ties between people. I'm ecstatic to return to DC and hope to help make this year the best one yet." 

Scheduled to perform Saturday, April 19, Harvat promises two opportunities to "catch Mom" at Cherry Weekend this year: First
appearing at photographer Moody Mustafa's birthday party-charity event, "Ugly Moody" featuring DJ Joe Gautreaux, at CLUB 5
from one-six p.m., Circuit Mom can also be seen later that night at Cherry's main event, "An Enchanted Cherry," with DJ Mark
Anthony. 

Performances by DC's Results dance troop and Tampa Florida's Dance Diva Macaviti are also in Cherry's entertainment line-up.

Eager to experience the "visual extravaganza" designed by 360 Presents' Dennis Brown, "I may even do a drive by appearance
on Friday night," Havat says with a wink. He anticipates the event as "hot, sexy fun," and jokingly advises, "You better come get
you some." 

Following the festivities, Harvat plans on returning to his Chicago homestead to continue overseeing the re-launch of Circuit
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Following the festivities, Harvat plans on returning to his Chicago homestead to continue overseeing the re-launch of Circuit
Mom's Web site, circuitmom.com.  The site's new version, Harvat shares, will feature DJs, interviews, CDs, events and
blogs. Circuit Mom Productions, Inc. has also recently expanded its talent roster to include up-and-coming DJs in addition to the
company's current list of established DJs. Harvat's available to spin too, and mentions one gig that he's fervently hoping to get. 

Harvat states, "My goal is to DJ on the beach in Rio de Janeiro during Carnival before I die." 

Complete venue and event information for Cherry Weekend is listed online at www.cherryweekend.org.

Related: Click Here to Win FREE Airfare for two from ChicagoPride.com and the all-new CircuitMom.com. 
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